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Abstracts

HirAM KUMPER

Modelled on the Rhine, Developed in Search of Europe: The Danube and the Ma-
king of International River Order

This article explores the historical development of the Danube as an internationally
organized river, tracing the genesis, institutionalization and transformation of its gov-
ernance structures from the 19 to the 21* century. Central to the analysis is the extent
to which the Rhine regime served as a model and how shifting geopolitical constella-
tions — from the Congress of Vienna and the Paris Peace Conference of 1856 to the
Belgrade Agreement of 1948 — shaped the international order of the Danube. The
study demonstrates that the Danube increasingly came to be seen as a trans-European
transport and governance space, with supranational institutions such as the European
Danube Commission (EDC) temporarily exercizing sovereign-like powers. Despite
ongoing tensions between national sovereignty and the international common good,
multilateral cooperation established stable navigation regimes, particularly in the delta
region. During the Cold War, the Danube Commission evolved into a purely inter-
governmental body under Soviet dominance, before a new phase of integration began
in the 1990s. As such, the Danube reflects the broader history of European order — a
space of constant negotiation between cooperation, control and geopolitical interests.

JOHANNES REUTZEL

The Colonial Gaze Towards the Southeast. Hungary and the Danube Region in
Friedrich List's Political Economy

From the 1810s onwards, German political economy and political discourse in general
had to deal with the problem of increasing mass emigration, especially towards the
United States. In fear of losing vital work force and lagging behind on the global mar-
ket, some early liberal agitators advocated for the planned and state-led settlement of
emigrants in the form of German colonies. With the bulk of emigrants going overseas,
it was this direction that the agitators first focused on. From the late 1830s onwards,
however, the focus shifted to the east, to Hungary and the countries of the lower
Danube. The national economist Friedrich List is to be counted as a forerunner in this
shift in perspective. His writings on the national economy of Germany are not only
based on a colonial and increasingly imperial foundation that he obtained through his
engagement with the British economy; they also incorporate the southeastern parts of

65



Abstracts

Europe all the way to Tiirkiye in a colonial space to be settled and ‘civilized” by German
emigrants acting as colonizers. List thus played a vital part in extending Germany’s im-
perial imaginary toward the east, and in bolstering German consciousness as a nation

with a ‘civilizing mission’.

GALYNA SPODARETS

Between Danube and Dnipro: How Andrukhovych (Re)Draws Europe’s Borders
This article explores the symbolic role of rivers in Yurii Andrukhovych’s geopoetic vi-
sion of Europe, with a focus on the Dnipro and Danube. Analyzing essays from the
collection 7he Devil is Hiding in the Cheese, the study shows how Andrukhovych re-
places fixed geopolitical borders with fluid, symbolic landscapes. While the Danube
marks a cultural connection between Ukraine and Europe, the Dnipro embodies a
semantic tension: both boundary and bridge, myth and memory. Drawing on Kenneth
White’s concept of geopoetics, the article highlights Andrukhovych’s water metaphors
as a poetic response to (post)imperial cartographies and the rigid East—West dichoto-
my. Rather than depicting Ukraine as a geopolitical periphery, his literary geography
reimagines it as a fluid, post-imperial node within Europe. The Dnipro becomes a
metaphorical axis of identity, whose literary ambiguity counters essentialist readings of
‘two Ukraines’ and affirms Andrukhovych’s call for a dynamic understanding of space,
belonging and cultural integration — through poetic imagination rather than political
cartography.
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,Europa driftet ostwarts, bis an die Ufer des Dnipro.”

Galyina Spodarets

»Man kann nicht zweimal in denselben Fluss steigen, auch
wenn der Fluss derselbe bleibt. Diese Dialektik ist die beste
Herangehensweise, um auch den Donauraum — diese historisch,
kulturell und geografisch zusammengehdrende und zugleich
vielfaltige Region — zu erfassen.”

Péter Techet, Rebecca Thorne
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